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The revelation of Jesus Christ  
 
Lesson # 52           The Fifth Bowl Judgment        Revelation 16: 10-11 
 
Date: May 6, 2012                                    

 Revelation 16: 10-11 (ESV)       

10The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged 
into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish 11and cursed the God of heaven for 
their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds. 
 

I. The Throne of the Beast & His Kingdom   v. 10a 
 

Judgment now gets specific but also broader in scope. It is aimed at the 
Antichrist’s kingdom, at his throne, be that at Babylon or at Jerusalem. 
Wherever it is, this means that this judgment curtails Antichrist’s authority for 
its’ duration because not only his kingdom is plunged into deep darkness, but he 
is as well. 
 
Since his authority is worldwide, so is his kingdom, so this plague plunges the 
whole earth into deep, palpable darkness, which oddly follows on the heels of the 
intense heat of the sun which was the last judgment. This is a parallel to the 9th 
judgment depicted in Ex. 11:21-23 on Egypt. The minor prophets weigh in on 
this event too – note Joel 2:2; 3:14-15; Zeph. 1:15; and Christ mentions it in 
Mark 13:24 & LK 21:25. 
 
Imagine, if you can, the intense misery brought on by the bowl judgments thus 
far: painful sores for those who take the Mark, oceans of blood, rivers of blood, 
scorching heat and now darkness unlike anything ever experienced before by 
anyone at earth at the time. We can only assume that somehow, like the 9th 
Egyptian plague, believers will be exempt from this judgment, but we can’t be 
dogmatic about that since the text does not say so. 
 
        II.     Darkness & Anguish             v. 10b                                
 
This is a darkness that can be felt like a sort of denseness and terror. During the 
6th Seal Judgment, darkness also covered the earth, but more likely as a result of 
atmospheric disturbance, because at that time the moon could still be seen, but 
was red rather than white – so that is not total darkness like this is.  
 
There are 3 incidences in the Bible that describe total pitch darkness: 

• The 9th plague in Egypt – Ex. 11:21-23 
• 3 PM to 6 PM on Good Friday – Matt. 27:45; MK 15:33; LK 23:44-45 
• Here in Rev. 16:10-11 
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God’s wrath looms large in all 3 incidences. Jude 6 refers to the angelic beings 
being held in gloomy darkness until the judgment and then in v. 13 warns of 
those who will spend eternity in Hell “in the gloom of utter darkness forever”. 
 
John 3:19-21 spells out the love that the wicked have for darkness to hide their 
evil deeds, but that is darkness they feel they can manipulate for their own 
purposes. They break into houses, stores and banks while their victims sleep, 
and they can hide in that darkness, so it is perceived as an ally – but the light 
exposes them. Only very desperate criminals operate in daylight, or those who 
believe their plan is foolproof even in daylight.  
 
However, this darkness, sent by God is not an ally or friend, nor does it provide 
the wicked with comfort. Verse 10b says, “people gnawed their tongues in 
anguish”. This reveals a time of desperate, despairing and absolute frustration. 
This judgment, on top of all the others is just too much to cope with and people 
are in dire straits, and ‘anguish’ is a great word to describe their condition – 
suffering with no apparent hope attached to it; no end in sight that offers relief. 
 
        III.   Still No Repentance?!             V. 11 
 
By this time, if you have never studied through Revelation, it must come as a bit 
of a shock to see man’s utter depravity in operation. As judgments are heaped 
one upon the other, we read 5 times that rather than seek God’s mercy and 
salvation ( and by now they know there is a God in heaven ) the bulk of men and 
women cry out for the rocks to fall on them and hide them ( Rev. 6:15-17 – 6th 
Seal ); they seek death ( Rev. 9:6 – 5th Trumpet ); they do not repent of their 
idolatry and sinfulness ( Rev. 9:20-21 – 6th Trumpet ); here in Rev. 16:11, they 
did not repent of their deeds; and in Rev. 16: 21, they will curse God because of 
the deadly hail in the 7th Bowl Judgment! 
 
Yet they worship the Antichrist and the False Prophet; they mourn over the 
world system’s destruction and their lost way of life; but there is no mourning or 
brokenness over their sinfulness or recognition of how much they deserve these 
judgments being meted out by God. Not at this time, but in God’s time, Paul tells  
( echoing Isa. 45:23 ) in Phil. 2:10-11 that “every knee will bow and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.” By the time 
these hardened sinners do so, and they will, it will be too late to save them. 
 
Notice one last thing in Rev. 16:11 – “they…cursed the God of heaven for their 
pain and sores.” These are likely the sores from the first Bowl – still there and 
still painful. This is a hint that these bowl judgments are not too far apart – the 
effects of the previous ones last until and through the proceeding ones.  
 
 
Next lesson – Lesson # 53       Rev. 16:12-16     The Sixth Bowl – Ready for Armageddon 
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