None Greater Than Jesus
Acts 13:23-25

We are looking and studying the first recorded sermon of Paul we have in
Scripture. Certainly he preached before this opportunity, but this is the first recorded
sermon. And it is amazing that he had taught the gospel, according to Galatians 1
directly from the Lord, through divine revelation. So it should not surprise us that the
gospel that he preaches is the same gospel Peter preaches, and the same gospel
preached by Stephen. And the reason why that should not surprise us is that there is
no other gospel. Paul wrote later in Galatians 1:8, “But even if we or an angel from
heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let
him be accursed.” There is only one avenue, one way, one path, one light, one road,
one truth, one Saviour. There is only one good news of how sinners can come into the
presence of God.

And so in this sermon Paul addresses the Jews and some Gentiles that are
gathered together, and he marches them through the Old Testament, and it becomes
obvious of the disobedience of the people no matter what revelation or advantage God
gave the people. Last time we were together, we saw the people after they were in the
promised land requested a king. They wanted to be like all the nations around them
and rejected God’s direct rule over them, and God had warned them when they had a
king he would oppress them. And God gave them Saul who looked so majestic in his
height and stature, and he seemed to start well, but under most of his reign Israel
suffered. And it is amazing how we have the reign of God over us, but how we want to
be in charge. We want our kingdom rather than God’s kingdom. We live for self rather
than the glorious of his big and expansive kingdom.

But God then gave a king after his heart after he had removed Saul, and that
was King David. And David was a man after God’s own heart. We can see this in how
he handled sin in his life and confessed and turned from sin and threw himself on the
mercy of God. David prefigured the glory of the king that would come through the
Davidic line.

And think of it because we live in a day and age where again we trust in the
greatness of men. It is easy to see our world has its heroes. We see it in the political
realm. People place all their hopes in a person or party. But even in Christianity we
have created a celebrity cult where we have our own superstars. We have individuals
that are looked upon as larger than life. If | follow him | will make it. And as | study this
passage there is yet another mega preacher who has fallen into moral compromise and
removed from preaching and teaching, and many believers are shaken to the core of
their being. And we should be thankful for gifted men who can preach and handle the
Scriptures with accuracy, passion and power, but we have to realize that they are just
men. They are not the answer, but they point to the answer. They point to the one who
is truly our all and truly our hero, and that is King Jesus. There is none greater and
there is none worthy of all our praise and adoration. All of us are sinners. All of us still
stumble and fail. And all of us are to be signs pointing to where true hope and life is
found. It is found in one place, or one person, and that is in Jesus.

And there is another cautionary point here. Since we live in this celebrity age, we
so often want people to be noticed. We see that with money or personal appearance.



People get their identity and want people to notice these things. But we can do the
same spiritually. Look how far | have advanced in my walk with Jesus. Look how
devoted | am or look how holy | am or look how much | know compared to others. And
we can give the impression even though we might not mean it that we are the answer.
If you live like me God will be pleased. If you do what | do then your Christianity will
work. Even in the areas that we progress we are to point and direct others away from
ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ. People do not need us. That is humbling but true —
we are all replaceable but Jesus is irreplaceable. He is the one that others need. We
need to be constantly pointing to him. There really is none greater! Do you realize the
greatness and glory of Christ? Are you relying on him or seeking another? Are you
pointing to him or seeking to point to self or someone else? He is Lord and Saviour. He
is our all. And | want to look at the greatness of the one who we all need this morning.

1. Jesus greatness is seen in the culmination of the Old Testament. V. 23.

Often when we teach Sunday School lessons to children or we do devotions
with our children at home, it is easy to point of the greatness of the people in the Old
Testament. Whether it is Abraham who in faith was willing to offer his Son, or Moses
who led the people of Israel out, or Joshua who led the people around Jericho, or
David — a man after God’s own heart, or Daniel in the loin’s den. But we miss the
whole point. It is not about these men, but it is about the greatness of the God that
these men served. It is about the glory of the One who created their faith and trust in
him. | mean what is so amazing about God and his promises that would cause these
men to go through and live the way that they lived?

And the greatness of the Old Testament is that it pointed forward to the coming
of the great hope of Israel. There was coming the glory of the one we call the Messiah.
And God made a covenant with David that a great king would come through his line,
and that this king would be eternal, and that his reign would be forever. Now look and
think through what verse 23 is saying, “Of this man’s offspring God has brought to
Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised.” “Of this man’s offspring” is the offspring of
David. And | love this because all the way through this sermon we see the absolute
sovereignty of God, because the text emphasizes “God has brought to Israel a
Savior.” This is God’s doing. And notice it is past tense not future. And we have the
genealogy of Jesus at the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel that shows the lineage of
Jesus through his adopted father Jospeh. We see that he is born not of natural birth by
through the Holy Spirit coming on the Virgin Mary and that he is born in the city of
David — none other than Bethlehem which was in fulfillment of Prophecy. Listen to
Micah 5:2, “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the
clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.”

And notice the one who is coming would be a “Saviour” to Israel. Now think of
it, because God gives the Saviour, but this is a term that is used over and over in the
Old Testament of God. He was the Saviour of the nation. He delivered them out of
Egypt. He raised up judges to deliver them from the oppression of their enemies. He is
announced over and over as the Deliverer and as the Saviour. Let me just give you one
example in 2 Samuel 22:1-3, “And David spoke to the LORD the words of this song



on the day when the LORD delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and
from the hand of Saul. He said, ‘The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my
deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom | take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my
salvation, my stronghold and my refuge, my savior; you save me from violence.”
Now think of the significance the term Saviour. It was and is a term for God. God
delivers the nation and certainly the reason why is they cannot deliver themselves. But
the emphasis here is there is one coming to will be in a God-like fashion in delivering
Israel because he will be none other than God in human flesh — God entering our
humanity. Again, think of who Jesus is — he is none other than our warrior king who is
our deliverer. There is none greater than King Jesus, the great deliverer! There is none
more necessary in my life to deliver me from the bondage of sin and the control of sin
in my life. That is my greatest enemy. It is only Jesus who is Saviour and deliverer. We
often call Jesus our Deliverer or our Saviour but | wonder if we truly recognize how
great and glorious a designation that is? | wonder if we realize without him there is no
deliverance or hope. And in the goodness of God, God sent forth the most necessary
and glorious Saviour that could ever be sent.

And you see something of the grandeur of the One who would come right at the
end of the verse, “as he promised.” This is what the Old Testament is — it is a book of
promise, and all those promises speak of the one who would come — who would be
the great Deliverer of Israel and also the world. According to one expositor there are
over 350 prophesies that are fulfilled by Jesus Christ in the New Testament. In other
words 350 promises of one kind or another about his coming, whether that he would
be the seed of the woman, or what kind of death he would suffer, where he would be
buried, he would be raised from the dead, to the many titles that he would fulfill. And
these are not abstract prophecies but actual specific fulfilments, such as the one we
read earlier in Micah 5:2 in the exact location where he would be born. God is faithful
to his promises.

And think of it because as you walk away from the Old Testament, you walk
away wanting. The fulfillment has not come. And Jesus is the fulfillment. He is the
perfect and highest and fullest fulfilment of everything that was wanting in Israel. There
were three offices that were in the Old Testament. The first was the priest. Many of
them were corrupt, but even the best of them had to offer sacrifices to God daily,
hourly, the line of animals kept coming. The job of satisfying the wrath of God and the
penalty of our sin was never accomplished. But one came as the perfect High Priest
and perfect Sacrifice. He did something that no priest ever did, and that was sat down.
Listen to Hebrews 10:12, “But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.” We do not have to look for another
High Priest or another sacrifice. Jesus is the fulfillment of that office. He sat down.
Atonement made, salvation complete, and we are absolutely secure through our Priest.

But not only that he is the perfect Prophet. The Prophets came and they came
with a message from God. They were God’s messengers, his spokesmen, and more
often than not came to call the nation back before judgment. But none of the prophets
gave all the revelation of God but gave it piece meal, some here and some there. Some
through dreams or visions, some through God talking to them in the inner person. But
Jesus is the perfect and complete Prophet because in him is all the fullness of deity.



Hebrews 1:1-3, “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our
fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,
whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the
world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature,
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.” You want to know what the
invisible God is like, look to Jesus. He is the exact imprint because he is very God and
fully God. The greatest and most complete revelation of God is given in Jesus Christ.
He is the perfect and complete and fullest expression of the unseen God. He is our
perfect Prophet.

And as you leave the Old Testament there is also a longing for the perfect King,
even as we mentioned last time. The best kings in Israel were still flawed and selfish
men, like David, but no one ever care for me like King Jesus. He is the one who is
reigning and ruling. And it is not just his earthly rule to come, but even in the here and
now. Listen to his rulership in Ephesians 1:20-22, “that he worked in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name
that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all
things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church.” Wow,
can you think of anyone greater than Jesus? We get so wrapped up in our celebrity
culture that we forget who we have, who we trust and worship, who we depend on.
Jesus is Saviour. He is our great deliverer from the penalty and tyranny of sin. He is the
fulfillment of the Old Testament. He is all that our longing hearts need. He is the Perfect
Prophet, Priest and King. Come let us adore him and only him.

2. Jesus greatness is seen in the ministry of John the Baptist. Vv. 24-25.

It is so easy to minister, preach a sermon, teach a Bible lesson or whatever, and
miss the awe of the one we are teaching about. We lose our awe of Christ and his glory
and so easy can start to believe the press clipping of our ministry. People will come up
and express that they were blessed by the preaching or teaching of God’s word. And
they truly want to encourage you and me. Sometimes people have been blessed and
sometimes they are just trying to be nice. But here is the thing, it is so easy to start
looking for the complements rather than people trusting Christ. It is so easy to start to
compare you teaching and ministry to others where others are found wanting. And the
knowledge of God is meant not to puff us up — look how insightful I am or look how |
can move people — the knowledge of God is about God — it is about the glory and
greatness of Christ. And if the true knowledge of God is having its effectual work then it
will produce both a humility that points to Another, and a love for Christ and a desire
that he be cherished and trusted and revelled in above all.

And in our vast and growing knowledge of Christ, have we lost that awe of him?
John the Bapitist is both a fulfillment of Scripture, he was the forerunner who would
come, but also one who never lost his awe of Christ. And therefore his life was not the
answer but just a sign or arrow point to where the answer is found. Acts 13:24, “Before
his coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of
Israel.” Now John’s ministry was prophesied in Malachi 3:1, “Behold, | send my
messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek



will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom
you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts.” He is the forerunner to
the Messiah. Before the king would come to an area or city, there would be those who
announced his coming, or would ever prepare the road that he was traveling on. And
this was the ministry of John the Baptist. And he certainly was a godly man and a no
nonsense preacher. Notice John preached a baptism of repentance to all the people.
The baptism was not Christian baptism which is based on Jesus’ death and
resurrection, but it was to signify a change of heart and life concerning God and sin.
And notice, this is why John was hated by the Pharisees and the religious leaders, that
he proclaimed that message to all of Israel. All our righteousness is as filthy rages
before him. We need to see the depths of our sin and come and trust in his mercy. All
have sinned and come short of the glory of God! Prepare your hearts — the king is
coming!

And listen to what Jesus says of John in Matthew 11:11, “Truly, | say to you,
among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the
Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
Think of it, after Jesus who is the greatest that has ever lived that has been born into
our humanity? And you cannot get anyone greater that John the Baptist. And that is
not my opinion those are the very words of our Saviour and Lord. If there ever was a
celebrity preacher we could hang our hat on — it would be John the Baptist. There is
none greater than John. Can you imagine after four hundred years of no message or
prophetic word from God, there is a prophet in the wilderness? And John was the most
popular preacher of his time. We are told all Jerusalem emptied out to go see him.

But the true greatness of John is seen that he never points to himself. He never
believes the press clipping that | am indispensable! | am the necessary or main clog.
“dohn, you truly are the one we need!” Look at verse 25, “And as John was finishing
his course, he said, ‘What do you suppose that | am? | am not he. No, but behold,
after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet | am not worthy to untie.”” To
unloose the sandals of a person was a service given over to the lowest and meanest of
slaves. And here John realizes the glory and greatness of Christ, and through his
ministry has never lost that awe that God would save a sinner like me. Behold the
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. The greatness of John is through
the knowledge of God he realizes who he is and his need of Jesus, and everyone who
listens to him — their need of Jesus. Don’t look to me. Look to the One who comes
after me.

And this day and age of various different social media likes and celebrity
worship, think how it plays out in John’s day. Because Jesus does come. And these
words here are said when John was just about to finish his course, in other words,
when Jesus would come be baptized by John and begin his public ministry. And
shortly after that you have the arrest and execution of John. But as Jesus appears on
the scene some of the followers of John are not so happy about this. We are losing
followers. But listen to what John says in John 3:28, “You yourselves bear me
witness, that | said, ‘l am not the Christ, but | have been sent before him.”” He
never lost what his ministry was about and that was to point to the greatness and need
of the One coming. He is the one you need. And then he says something that is so



astonishing. This would have been at the point of his greatest popularity, and | think
these words really show the greatness of John because he sees and savours the
greatness of Christ.

He says in John 3:30 at the height of his popularity and his success as a
preacher, “He must increase, but | must decrease.” And those are the last words we
have recorded of John in the Gospel of John. “He” Jesus Christ must increase, but |
must decrease. My ministry and the point of my ministry has come to an end. And here
is the thing, we are only here for a little while. Our lifespan is only so long and it is
shorter than when we first began. But here is the humbling truth. Most of us, if the Lord
tarries will be forgotten in a generation or two. Our names and maybe a few details of
our life but all the events and sorrows and struggles and trials will come to an end. All
of the things we worried about are no longer. But here is one legacy that will continue
on and that is if we point away from ourselves to the great One.

| mean how great is Christ if the greatest man who ever existed outside of Jesus
says he is not even worthy of unloosing his sandals? We stand on generations of
faithful and forgotten believers who faithfully passed down the truth. We do not even
know who they are, but the is the whole point. They pointed to the one we needed. The
one who is truly great. And maybe in this day and age of desiring to be great or having
our one minute of fame or following some celebrity, maybe our hearts need to reset
and need to see a new and a fresh the greatness of the One who came and is coming
again. We must and will decrease, but our calling is to have trust and faith increase in
the great One. Look to Christ, make it about him, recapture that awe and you will want
to give it away, because truly there is no one greater!



