
The Heart of Church: Fellowship

Acts 2:42


	 We have seen in this passage and through the response to the preaching of 
Peter, three thousand individuals came to a saving knowledge of Christ. And with 
maybe tens of thousands of individuals present, how do we know who truly trusted 
Christ? It is by their response. They came and separated themselves from the others 
and aligned themselves with the one hundred and twenty believers and were baptized. 
There truly were changed. But that is seeing what they did negatively. They separated 
themselves from the world and a faulty belief system. But what did they do positively? 
Here is the church, the local church in its infancy, and what are its main activities that 
cause them to be the body of Christ, and to be functioning and glorifying Christ? What 
causes them to grow and be a witness of Christ to a lost and dying world? 

	 We saw last week that these early believers continued or devoted themselves to 
knowing and learning and following the apostles’ doctrine. Certainly everything they 
needed to know as new born babes in Christ was not given in that one sermon of 
Peter. There was so much more to learn. And it is incredible how many churches talk 
about revival or a new reformation of the church. We have to breath new life into an old 
institution. I would be the first to agree that what we need is a revival in the church of 
Jesus Christ. The church can become old and dusty and taken up with form and ritual 
and can look like a dead relic from the past. I do not want to defend or be part of that 
because that is certainly not what we see here at the end of chapter two. 

	 But we also have to define what people mean by a new revival or a new 
reformation. What many mean is that we have to discard the old. We have to realize 
society has changed and the moral structure of society has changed, and we have to 
change also. The apostles taught in their society but we need a new voice and new 
message. Here is the thing as you examine revivals and reformations of the church in 
history. They have all revolved around a renewal in the apostles doctrine - in biblical 
teaching and preaching, in seeing and savouring Christ through the message that has 
been once delivered to the saints. And this is what these early believers were 
consumed in knowing. And it ought to characterize us. We should be consumed with 
knowing and loving and glorying in the Lord of our salvation through his revelation. 

	 But that is not all the early church did. Look back again with me in verse 42, and 
look what is recorded, “And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” You want to see revival 
and new life in the church and in your life, let me ask you: how committed are you to 
the things in this list in the church of Jesus Christ? It is easy to check off one or two of 
these, but this is what the first living and the vibrant church did, and did it 
enthusiastically and they turned the world upside down. And remember, they were just 
ordinary people just like us. 

	 And this morning, I want us to look at the second element of their worship and 
activity in the church, and you can see that it is called, “the fellowship.” I think this is 
such a misunderstood word, and I think the misunderstanding of this word has caused 
people to look at church at something we do or somewhere we go on Sunday 
mornings, rather than something we belong to - something that is dynamic and has 
heart and soul, and cares and nurtures, and lives with others. And therefore, people 



look for what they are not getting from the church or just not participating in the life and 
fellowship of the church, they look at the church as some commodity, which is not the 
fellowship that is presented in the Scriptures. So just before we begin, let me ask you: 
how involved are you in the life of the church? If it suddenly disappeared would it make 
any difference in your life? Do you have growing and caring relations in the church 
where you give of yourself for the welfare of others in the body? How important is the 
fellowship of the church of Jesus Christ to you? 

	 I hope to spur you on to be involved and see the glory and privilege that is ours 
in the fellowship of Christ. I really want you to spend your life in fellowship with her. So 
to understand fellowship I want us to see what fellowship is not and what it is. 


1. We need to understand what fellowship isn’t. V. 42. 

	 Let me say that this is the living out of our faith. And it if it is the living out of our 
faith then our fellowship gives a message to the world of where our hope is. You can 
imagine here in Acts 2 and continuing on, people noticed the activity of the church and 
how they related to one another. It drew some to her, and it repelled others to 
persecute her because the message was so clear about the love, and glory, and giving 
nature of Christ’s sacrifice for unworthy sinners. 

	 And as we consider “fellowship” this morning with all of its misunderstandings, 
we have to ask the obvious question: what is it? Why out of all things that the church 
could be doing is it placed second in this list of four? We might even rationalize that 
there were other things the church would be engaged in that were more important, 
such as evangelism. Even though, we read at the end of the chapter that people were 
coming to Christ through this corporate witness of the church. God was using their 
witness and activity to draw sinners to himself. Here is the thing: what binds us 
together is the gospel. It is what God has done in Jesus Christ. This is what binds us 
together, and this is the only thing that can give the world hope. 

	 And the reason why I say that is that it is not the politics of the day. It was 
amazing to see the season we just went through as far as the pandemic. Christians 
were divided. In fact they would get into little groups or fellowships around their 
political views as far as the pandemic, and they would preach their message, and get 
themselves more angry, especially at other believers who disagreed with them. And 
there are some that are carrying on that drumbeat. People spent more time reading or 
watching political viewpoints and articles than they did studying their Bibles. That is 
not what Christian fellowship is. That is not what this passage is talking about. And 
your views or my views on the pandemic give no one hope. Politics will never solve the 
problem of the human heart and our sin before a holy God. It will not reconcile us to 
God or one another. There is still so many that carry around so much animosity and 
hatred related to that whole time frame. There are some that feel more at home with 
people of certain political views then they do with those who are believers in Christ. 
Someone might say, “I feel I have greater fellowship with this person then I do with the 
people in my own church.” And that might be true, but is it true fellowship in the 
biblical sense of the word? Are you being built up in Christ, and causing you to love 
others who even are different than you? In the Book of Acts, you do not see believers 
rallying around the politics of the day, but you do see them engaged in deep and 



meaningful and carrying fellowship in the name of Jesus Christ that was so different 
than anything the world had ever witnessed. 

	 And as we look at the early church, we see these three thousand devoting 
themselves to the apostles doctrine and to fellowship. And this is a strange make-up 
because these are the people again that wanted nothing to do with Jesus or believers. 
In fact, they are the ones that cried out for Jesus to be crucified. But now there is a 
deep bond and may I say a growing bond in Jesus Christ, and something that holds 
them together, and we will talk more about this is a moment — the apostles doctrine. 
And the reason why that is so important is something I am challenge on all the time by 
various people, and that is - doctrine divides but love unites. In fact, the word of God 
never commands a unity in some sort of ecumenism where all churches from all 
different Christian persuasions are brought together whether Baptist or Presbyterian or 
Charismatic or Lutheran or whatever. 

	 You see the unity that exists and the Spirit of God creates is in the local church, 
and it exists in what we teach and hold. We might have fellowship with those who hold 
many different views than us, but it is never as deep and glorious as those we hold with 
the local body of Christ. And it should be apparent because we just cannot talk about 
certain things, whether it is God’s sovereignty, the nature of baptism, sanctification 
through the Scriptures and not through the charismatic gifts. It can only be surface at 
best. The fellowship we see here is around the doctrine of the apostles. There is known 
truth that is precious to us that we rejoice in and challenge one another in. 

	 And let me name one other thing fellowship is not before we move on and start 
to define what fellowship is. And that is fellowship is not institutionalism. And there’s a 
great movement a foot to recognize the universal body of Christ, and that alone rather 
than the local body. The universal body takes in all true believers from every age. We all 
belong if we are believers. They say, this the most important thing, not the institution of 
the church with all of its rights and rules and dust. Individuals want something 
meaningful or some sort of relationship or something living rather than something 
dead. And so cast off the local church. And I want something not dead or lifeless but 
something living and dynamic. Protestant churches can be just as dusty as the 
Catholic church. You look at the Pope and who comes close to the Pope. The nearest 
you come is kissing his ring as you bow before him. Let me say that is not what you 
find here but there was an excitement to meet and be together with other believers and 
even the apostles. Paul many times addresses at the end of his letters those he knows 
from the church he is writing. They had real and vital relationships. 

	 And like I said in the beginning, most people think of the church they think either 
of a building or an activity. We went to church, but they never think of it as deep and 
meaningful belonging and togetherness and purpose that directs all of your lives for the 
glory of Christ. They never think of fellowship. And let me ask you: what are your faulty 
views of fellowship? How have you thought of your interaction in church of Christ? 
How have you even used the word fellowship? 


2. We need to define the fellowship of God’s people. V.42. 

	 Listen to what Martyn Lloyd-Jones writes about this, “So what does it mean? 
Well, I have looked up the word, and it means ‘a deep association,’ ‘a true 
communion,’ ‘a close relationship of which the highest example is marriage.’ It is 



a word that is sometimes used to denote ‘partnership in business.’ It is not just 
meeting occasionally in a church building, shaking hands at the end of a service 
or meeting, and going home. That is not a church; no fellowship is involved in 
that. True fellowship is never anything superficial. It is deep. It is vital. It becomes 
the main thing in life. When people become Christians, they become one. They 
enter into this community. They are in a family together. They are united by 
certain bonds that are indissoluble.”

	 And you can see this in the teaching of our Lord Jesus. The rich young ruler 
comes up to Jesus and asks what must he do to come into the kingdom, Jesus 
challenges with the commands, and foolishly says that he has kept them all. Then 
Jesus says go sell all that you have and give to the poor and come follow me and you 
will have riches in heaven and he walks away sad because he had great riches. And 
listen to the dialogue after this with Jesus and his disciples, because they ask the 
question - who can be saved? Mark 10:27-30, “Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With 
man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.’ Peter 
began to say to him, ‘See, we have left everything and followed you.’ Jesus said, 
‘Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or 
mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not 
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come 
eternal life.” Notice the promise here. You have left your earthly families to follow 
Christ but you will receive so much more, and what’s he talks about is deep and 
meaningful family relations. There will be individuals that will be like fathers and 
mothers, brothers and sisters in your life. There is a new family in your life. Certainly it 
has its ups and downs but they are meaningful and glorious relationship with deep 
bonds and care. 

	 And this is what you see right here in the text. There was a devotion to one 
another. They could hardly wait to get together with one another to be taught in the 
Scriptures, break bread and pray for one another. And if you want to see if your 
Christianity is authentic, here is the test: we have a new love for those that we 
previously at best wanted nothing to do and might have hated. And it is a love that is 
not superficial but we want to be with those whom we love. We want to taste with them 
that the Lord is good. 1 John 3:14, “We know that we have passed out of death into 
life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death.” So 
you want to know if you are a believer or not: who would you rather spend time with, 
those who are outside of Christ - those who have similar political views, similar 
interests, childhood friends - or your brothers and sisters in Christ with all their warts 
and blemishes? God through our salvation has given a supernatural love that is so 
different from any love that exists in the world. 

	 Look down at verses 44-45, “And all who believed were together and had all 
things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.” Many people look at this as an 
early form of communism, and the miss the glory of the caring spirit that existed in the 
church of Christ. They had all things in common, and they sold things as people had 



needs. They did not give away the totality of everything they had and put it in a 
common pot. But this is what they did do: they were unwilling to let any of their 
brothers or sisters suffer. They used whatever God had given them to alleviate the 
suffering of others. This is how deep and glorious their love and fellowship. Even if I 
cannot have, I will go without in order to alleviate your suffering. How can such 
devotion not picture the sacrifice and love of our Lord and Saviour to a dying world? 

	 So let me end with three ingredients that make for true fellowship. The first is 
that individuals are truly born again. They truly have been given a new nature with a 
new orientation toward Jesus Christ. Without this new nature there is no love for Christ 
and no love for others. God’s love has been poured into our lives through the Holy 
Spirit. We are new creatures in Christ. Listen to what 2 Corinthians 6:14-15, “Do not be 
unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with 
lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? What accord has Christ 
with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever?” This is the 
classic Scripture that is quoted for believers to marry believers. Light and darkness 
have no fellowship, and marriage is an intimate fellowship of two individuals. But this is 
the same in the church of Christ. The church is composed of saved individuals, not a 
mixture of sheep and goats, or tares and wheat. The visible church is a fellowship. It is 
God’s people who have been given supernatural life that have this caring witness for 
one another. When I was in Nicaragua, my heart would be alive and bonded and felt 
such a closeness to these individuals that had been granted new life. This new nature 
causes us to draw near to other believers not apart. 

	 But secondly, and I will not dwell on this because we have already discussed it, 
but the same doctrine. We hold to the apostles doctrine. We have this common faith 
and this common salvation that binds our hearts and lives together. 

	 Thirdly, there is a trust and also what I would call a freedom. We come together. 
There are none above others. We are able to talk about the issues and struggles of life, 
or our suffering and fears, or our hopes and dreams. We are able to share our hearts or 
our inner person with others. The gospel informs that we are sinners that have been 
completely forgiven in Christ. The gospels indicates who we all are, and therefore we 
don’t have to hide. There is such a fear that others will discover who I am. But others 
already know. I am a sinner. I can open up and have real and vital and helpful 
relationships with others. I can help others grow through this communion, and they can 
help me. And I know others care and they know I deeply care for them. This only exists 
in the church of Christ. No wonder it turned the world upside down. Who wouldn’t 
want a salvation like this and belonging like this. Nothing has ever existed like the 
church of Jesus Christ. 

	 But here is the question: how important is the church in your life? Do you live 
and dwell with her? Is the church something you do or is it as it is described here - a 
deep and meaningful fellowship? May God help all of recapture this vital aspect of the 
churches existence, care and witness. The church of Christ really does have heart and 
soul. It really cares in most vital and meaningful relationships that we have this side of 
glory. 


