The Spirit’s Inspired Word
John 16:12-15

We have just seen the ministry of the Holy Spirit of God who comes into the
world to and convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment. He shows us who
we are and where righteousness is to be found, and that is in Christ alone. As we come
to this passage of Scripture, we come to what the Spirit uses in his ministry to bring
those things to pass that we might truly know him and trust in Christ, and that is his
absolutely sufficient word. The Scriptures are sufficient for life and godliness. And
Jesus is promising that the Spirit will give the truths that are necessary for all things
pertaining to life and godliness.

And it is incredible even as we mentioned last time how much there is written
about the Spirit of God by various different authors today, and how much of those
writings are based on personal experience rather than God’s Word. And as we look at
the Farewell Discourse of Jesus there is not a passage of Scripture that is more
concentrated on the ministry of the Holy Spirit of God and the promise of his coming —
his ministry and what he would and will accomplish. And we would do well to truly see
and savour all that the Third Member of the Trinity does in our life. And there are five
passages in this Farewell Discourse where the Spirit of God is mentioned as far as his
ministry in this present age. The first is in John 14:16 where Jesus promises to send
another Helper, or the word there is “Paraclete.” He is our divine Helper, Comforter and
Counsellor. The second is in 14:26 where Jesus says the Holy Spirit will help the
apostles remember all that was taught by Christ. If you ever wonder about the
historical accuracy of the Scriptures written by these men when they were older, it is
right here. The Holy Spirit would guarantee the accuracy of these accounts. Third, is
John 15:26 where he would give the apostles the strength and endurance and power to
stand against persecution and be that witness for him. Fourth, is what we looked at
last time in John 16:8-11, he would come and convict the world of sin, righteousness
and judgment.

And now we have this fifth passage right before us. And this passage is different
because it speaks of truth not yet given, but will be revealed to the apostles that we
would have everything given and necessary to follow and magnify and know him. It is a
glorious promise given and should excite our hearts with the truth that is given through
the Holy Spirit of God to the apostles. And just before we look at the nature of the
Spirit’s giving to apostles, let me say a couple of things. One that a passage like this
should really thrill our hearts. The truths that are in the Bible, and in particular what he
is talking about here is the truths of the New Testament that are not yet given are from
God and for our benefit. | mean think of it: God really has spoken. He really has
communicated to us. The God of eternity knew what we needed to know him, love
Christ, and cherish him. He knew the truths we would need in order to live and be
witnesses to him in this hostile world. He knew what truths would fortify us when we
are going through trials and suffering and difficulty and not only cause us to persevere
but also strengthen us in our resolve in following Jesus. Think of it — we call the Bible
the Word of God, not only because that is what God calls it but that is what it is. The
Word of God - God’s revelation to us. Do we believe that? Do we believe he has
communicated this necessary and life-altering truth to us? If the answer is yes, then if



you really believe that, how often is this Word given a priority in your life? How often are
you taking the time to know the God of this Word by being in the Word? We often use
to talk about dusty Bibles that weren’t used, but today we could even talk about dusty
Bible apps that are never opened. This is hecessary truth that is given to us about God,
ourselves, how we can relate to him, and even what is to come.

The other thing | want to mention here is in Christianity there is a quest for the
novel — something different — so that we never realize the glory of what we have. And
there really is a quest for God to communicate, speak, give some sort of nudge or
feeling or whatever. The Word of God, and the assurance of the Word, the glories and
the truths no longer cut it for many people. | have read that passage or heard that
passage preached or whatever. How many times can you preach through the Book of
Ephesians. | need something more. And so often we do not realize — we do not have
that awe — of what God has given us as believers, and how life altering and sanctifying
his Word really is in our life. And | hope to impress that on your heart. The one way |
would love individuals to describe our church is we are Bible people. We are people
who are obsessed with learning the Scriptures because we are so thrilled with the
Jesus of this Word. | want us to see two things today. | want us to walk through verses
12-13, and then draw some conclusions from it.

1. We need to see the giving of Scripture through the Spirit is progressive. V. 12.

One of the things | am endeavouring to do in my life is to notice the work of God
— what he has done, doing, and what he will do. And to really have a thankful heart,
because his blessings are so amazing. And the immensity of those blessings are
beyond measure. Our problem is we so often concentrate on the things that we do not
have that we never see the glory and the efficacy of what we do have. Do you truly
believe that through God’s grace to you as a believer in Christ that he has given you
everything you need in whatever circumstances you find yourself to live your Christian
life in a way that is joyous, withesses of Christ, and where you are content? Do you
believe the Scriptures have the answer and the direction that you need for whatever
you are going through? Listen to 2 Peter 1:3, “His divine power has granted to us all
things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called
us to his own glory and excellence.” Did you hear the promise there? His divine
power has granted to us not some things but all things — whatever we are going
through, whatever trial or temptation or circumstance — all things pertaining to life and
godliness. And he describes what it is - it is through the knowledge of him - through
the knowledge of none other than Jesus Christ. This is what the Spirit has given. Oh,
we impoverish our spirits and trouble our trouble because we look in so many other
directions rather than God and his sufficient word!

And there are a number of things we need to see here. Look at verse 12, “I still
have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.” They were not in a
place where they could truly know all that was needed to know about the church and
even about their mission. This would have been too much to take in and handle until
after the crucifixion and the resurrection and the coming of the Spirit to enable them to
know and decimate this truth that would be given. He knows what they can handle.



Also we see that all the truth that they needed was not given all at one time. In
fact as you look at the Scriptures, revelation, and the giving of the knowledge of God is
progressive. God gives more and more. He did not give it all at once. So when you look
at the knowledge of Abraham. He was given extensive revelation but he did not know
as much as Moses, and Moses did not know as much as David, and David did not
know as much as believers living in this day and age. But in each age God gave
sufficient revelation that was necessary to walk and know him. But that revelation
expanded in knowing who God is. His plan of revelation was always through grace in
the coming Messiah, they could see that in the animal sacrifices, but how that would all
play out as far as the glory of the Messiah and his suffering were somewhat of a
mystery.

And we realize that this promise is given to the apostles who would give what is
known as the New Testament. But it is amazing how certain groups have taken this
verse and say that this promise is for us, and that revelation and the giving of revelation
is ongoing. The Mormon church would hold to this view. Not all the truth was given in
the New Testament but the angel Moroni came and gave on golden tablets the Book of
Mormon. And they also have other books that they hold as inspired. This process is still
going on. And you also have that with the Roman Catholic Church who makes
declarations and edicts even today that are on par with the Word of God. The Word of
God is the word of God but there is more you need, and that is the official and inspired
decisions and teaching of the church. But this teaching that Scripture and the
revelatory process is ongoing, many times taken from this passage has been the seed
bed of so much heretical and fanciful teaching that is in direct contradiction of the truth
already given. Many claim that since this process has been going on for the last two
thousand years we are so much more insightful than those living in the first century. We
know the truth and virtue of same sex marriage. We know the truths of gender
confusion of whatever you want to teach. We know the truth even about salvation and
how the work of Jesus is applied to many who have never known Jesus. How do we
know the truth? Because he is still speaking to us today.

Listen to Hebrews 1:1-2, “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God
spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us
by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he
created the world.” The writer of Hebrews goes through the giving of revelation, and it
culminates and ends in these last days which he spoke through his Son. It has already
been given. Our problem in all our complaining and bitterness is we do not recognize
what a glorious day and age we live in. We often complain about the hardships and
how tough it is to be a believer in this day and age. And it is tough. But so often we
forget we stand in a place where the saints of old longed to stand. We have the
complete canon, the complete and inerrant and sufficient Word of God. God has
spoken. He has given us everything pertaining to life and godliness to live the lives that
we were called to live through the knowledge of him. And that knowledge has been
given. And there is no thing more glorious and stunning and encouraging and
directional and life-giving as his completed Word. The Word of God progressively
unfolds God. We have that unfolding here. The call for us is to be people of the Book.
In a day and age where people are chasing so many other things to try and find God



where are you going, where are you looking? He has given what is necessary. Let’s be
people of the Book.

2. We see the divine guidance of the Holy Spirit. Vv. 13.a.

This really is the whole basis of why we call the Bible a human and divine book.
We realize as we have it here God would use humanity, specific individuals that he had
chosen to be recipients of this revelation. They wrote it. They used the direct
knowledge God had given them to write to various different individuals and churches
instructing them on various different doctrines and practices in the church of Jesus
Christ. God used their problems and difficulties, along with the apostles vocabulary,
circumstances, and even care and concern for others to write exactly what he wanted
written at the time he wanted it written. And it was written for their benefit and growth
but by extension it was written for our benefit. But what was written was exactly what
God through the Spirit wanted written — no more and no less. It is absolutely
incredible when you think of the nature of this book — both divine and human.

Peter speaks about and says that believers have something more sure, solid and
reliable than even his experience of being with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration.
Listen to what he says about the nature of Scripture in 2 Peter 1:20-21, “knowing this
first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own
interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” The apostles didn’t
chose to write Scripture, God chose and moved in their hearts. They were carried
along, or the Spirit worked — not in dictating the Scriptures, but worked in their hearts
to write exactly what he wanted written using their circumstances and care for others,
and revealing the necessary truth that needed to be communicated.

This is what we see here in our passage. Jesus says, “When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the truth.” It is speaking of his coming and a special
enabling of the disciples to write truth they would not know unless the Spirit of God
revealed and enabled them to write that truth. Notice this is future. It is speaking of the
Spirit coming, and the apostles were uniquely chosen to lay the foundation of the
church of Jesus Christ. They are one of the great gifts given to the church so that we
might mature into that blessed image of Jesus Christ. And he is the Spirit of truth. He
can only give truth.

And look at his ministry: “he will guide you into all the truth.” Just as the
Israelites did not know where they were to go during their wilderness wandering, God
appeared to them in a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, God led them to where
he wanted them to go, and led them to the promised land. Without that guidance they
could not go where God wanted them to go. And it is the same with the Holy Spirit
here. He guides them into all the truth that is necessary for the life and functionality of
the church of Jesus Christ. We have the mystery makeup of the church both Jew and
Gentile having equal standing before God, and the mystery that we will not all sleep but
be changed in a twinkling of an eye. We have the full orbed teaching of justification,
and sanctification and our final glorification. We have the offices of the church —
pastors or elders, and deacons — and the qualifications. We have how we worship in



the assembly of God through singing, prayer, scripture reading, and preaching. And
how do we have all of this? God the Spirit guided the apostles into all the truth.

And notice how this is worded because it is very important that we see this,
because it can be so misunderstood. Jesus did not say that he would guide the
apostles into all truth, but all the truth. There are things that scientists discover about
diseases or whatever that are not contained in the word of God. We do not read about
electricity and how current runs through a wire. So, there are two thoughts here. All the
truth is the full body of doctrine that was once and for all delivered to the saints about
the life, death, and resurrection, and coming again of Jesus, and all the necessary truth
around those truths that are necessary for us today. This truth is given, and this again
is all we need for life and godliness. It speaks and guides us in how we can worship
and magnify him. It speaks of our greatest problem human sin, and how that need is
met in Jesus Christ. When he says all the truth it is not saying that there is still no
mystery in the world and even in the workings of God. No one knows the timing of his
coming even though some still think they do. We might not know why certain events
take place. But there is truth here that indicates how we can trust him, how we can
know his character and goodness and love and sovereignty, and therefore even when
we do not have all the answers we have more than sufficient knowledge to follow him.

And when he says “all the truth,” that means his word is authoritative and
complete. This is what it means. | not only need to bow and believe what it says no
matter how fantastic because the author is divine — the Spirit of truth — but also it is
all the truth that | will ever need to believe, follow, grow and make much of him. The
Word of God given to the apostles by the Holy Spirit who guided them into all the truth.
Now the Holy Spirit of God illumines our hearts, puts a spot light on the truth so that |
see and realize the significance of that truth about God and my salvation to give my
light on my darkened path. All the truth means God knows the truth that | need and the
truth that | do not need. | can leave the secret things to God, and | can know this truth
— the Scriptures are absolutely sufficient. | do not need another source or authority or
revelation for whatever | am going through. The direction, encouragement and
knowledge to be those witnesses for him is right here.

Now are problems and worries and anxieties great in our lives? You have gone
through things in your life you never thought you would ever go through. And no doubt
we look for answers and direction and light. It seems so dark and confusing. So here is
the question because it is so easy to say | believe in the sufficiency of Scripture, but
really they are not enough. It really does not speak to what | am going through. | need
something more. Listen to what Jesus says here — he is going to lead the apostles into
all the truth that they will ever need to live for him. If you are confused and overcome
with fear and darkness turn to another believer who you know will open up God’s
glorious, life-giving, sufficient word. | will guarantee you, if we will be people of the
Book, taking God at his Word, learning to trust him rather than other sources, he will
change our lives in ways that we could never have imagined. He will illumine our paths
through his sure and perfect and sufficient word. Please, don’t depart from what God
has spoken. Here is where hope really is found. Be amazed that in your plight the God
who made you has spoken to you through his perfect Word.



