
The Witnesses

Acts 1:1-8


	 As we come to this passage this morning, we just started this book last time we 
were together, and we looked at the opening three verses, and we saw that this is the 
second volume Luke writes to Theophilus about the ministry and the ongoing ministry 
of Jesus Christ. We realize that Christianity is not a philosophy or just a set of 
principles but it is one in which Jesus is resurrected from the grave. And that changes 
everything. It is historical in nature. We realize that since he is risen he is Lord, Saviour, 
and that our best life is still in front of us. We have eternity with our king. 

	 But we also realize we have been given a mission, and the opening verses of 
this book is: the mission given. And it is amazing to look at the arrangement of our 
Bibles. We have four books called gospels, and then we have one history followed by 
Paul’s epistles, what is called the general epistles just because they were not written by 
Paul, and then the Book of Revelation. But think of the placement and need of this 
letter. As you read the gospels we realize that there is one nation that God is working 
through, that faith in Christ is pretty localized to this people group alone - the Jews. 
There are priests, a Temple, and animal sacrifices still going on. And as you open up 
the epistles it seems like you entered a whole new world. There are no sacrifices or 
temple or official priesthood. You have this entity called the church that is local and 
also universal in nature. People are worshiping Jesus in all these different countries and 
towns and cities. It is not mainly a Jewish religion but God has begun to call from every 
tribe and kindred a people after his own name. 

	 The question becomes: how did we get here? How did everything change? 
Because when you leave the gospels there is no church. There are no pastors or 
churches or missionaries. How did we get here today, meeting together and glorifying 
Christ? And thus we have this important Book of Acts that explains the working of 
Jesus Christ in the world today. It acts like a bridge between the gospels and the 
epistles. It allows us to see that progression and get from here to there. 

	 And one of the main themes is something that we mentioned just in passing last 
time we were together, but it is right at the end of verse 3, “the kingdom of God.” 
Notice for forty days this is the main subject of his preaching and teaching. So what 
does he mean by the phrase, “the kingdom of God?” And certainly there is a real sense 
that this is the kingdom of God. God is ruler and what comes to pass is his will. And 
nothing can thwart his will. He has always been the sovereign ruler directing all human 
history, and he always will. God rules over everything. He is absolutely sovereign. There 
is nothing that is outside his rule or control. The second way the scriptures use this 
term is to speak of Jesus’ reign and rule in the hearts of men, and specifically he is 
Lord and ruler and master over the church. There is a glorious relationship between 
Jesus and His church. Speaking of what the Father has given the resurrected Christ, 
we read in Ephesians 1:22-23, “And he put all things under his feet and gave him as 
head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
all in all.” Jesus is our Lord. We are part and parcel of his kingdom. He is building his 
body the church, and the gates of hell will not prevail against it. He rules today. 

	 But that phrase “the kingdom of God,” was also used in a third sense. In order 
to have a kingdom you need a realm (in other words a geography); a people to rule 



over, and also a reign - in other words it has to have an actual reign in history. And we 
realize as we leave the Old Testament there is a longing of a theocracy with a perfect 
rule by the perfect king. Their kings, even the best of them were flawed. And the 
Scriptures spoke and prophesied of this coming rulership of the Messiah. This is what 
they will ask when they ask if he is ready to set up his kingdom at this time.  

	 And here we are like the disciples: we confuse the timeframe. We think it is now 
time that the kingdom, as far as the direct and visible rule of Christ should take place. 
We try to make this our heaven. The dream in North American Christianity is all about 
money and pleasure. And let me say that this book combats that. It is not that there is 
not any joy in this book, but great joy. But when things in the here and now do not go 
our way - watch out. We forget what this life is about. And it is not about you. God has 
placed us here for two purposes. One is to grow spiritually. We see that he is 
constantly causing various events in our lives to conform us to Christ. And in the midst 
of that conformity, here is the second thing: to be witnesses of Jesus Christ. Life is 
about him and his glory and grace.

	 Don’t you find you forget that? We want self-parenting kids. Oh right, all the 
struggles of raising children are there for my good, and that I might be a witness of the 
saving glory of Christ. The same in marriage. We are to be not hinderances of seeing 
Christ but manifesting Christ to one another. We are in Christ’s church, under his 
rulership, but we are looking for his coming kingdom. Until then we realize what this life 
is about. It is about him, representing him and testifying of Him. Do we see that? Have 
you forgotten what this life is about? Are you getting angry and confused thinking that 
this is the kingdom, or more importantly - your kingdom? I want us to see this morning 
the purpose that God has given us to be his witnesses. 


1. We need to see the resource for being a witness. Vv. 4-5, 8.

	 Now we come to another major theme in the Book of Acts, and that is the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit of God. It is amazing that we see all three members of the 
Trinity here. Jesus has been teaching on the “kingdom of God,” and we have now the 
promise of the coming Spirit of God. Here all three members are involved in the work 
and make-up of the church of Jesus Christ. But there is probably not any doctrine that 
is more misunderstood that the doctrine of the Spirit of God. Sometimes people are 
even afraid to talk about the Spirit to go off into excesses. Others are trying to 
introduce some sort of experiential and mystical Christianity. And the Book they often 
turn to to verify what they are doing is the Book of Acts. And certainly, as we will see 
there are some mighty acts that are done as part and parcel of the ministry of the 
Spirit. But when you start to look at what is done and taught, you see that what people 
are emphasizing and teaching does not match the ministry of the Spirit of God. And an 
understanding of his ministry helps us realize the goodness of God. Because God has 
given us everything we need in this life through the finished work of Christ to follow 
Christ and make much of him. He has given us the Word, his church, other believers, 
faithful pastors and teachers, and he has given us the Spirit of God who resides in us. 

	 So look at verses 4-5 in this passage, “And while staying with them he 
ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Father, which, he said, ‘you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’” Now there are a 



number of things we need to see here. One is that notice that Jesus ordered them to 
stay in Jerusalem and not to depart. They were to wait for the promise. And Jesus is 
Lord here. He is not just Saviour but Lord. What he says goes. What he commands is 
not an option in our lives. And the reason why I say that is that we live in a Christianity 
that is light on sin because it is light on the authority of Christ. We rationalize many 
commands. We decide which ones to keep and what ones we don’t have to as if we 
are are Lord. I don’t have to sacrifice and love my wife because she is like this, or I do 
not have to love and submit to my husband because he is an idiot. I don’t have to stay 
in this marriage because God wants me to be happy. Yes, I know what Jesus says, 
but… He is the authority.

	 And I love this because he has made so many precious promises. And his 
command here is to wait for the promise. We do not want to wait. You see that in this 
passage. We are like the disciples. We would rather lie, cheat or get angry rather than 
wait. Listen to this promise in Romans 8:32, “He who did not spare his own Son but 
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” 
Here is the promise from God - I will give you whatever you need to go through 
whatever I have called you to go through. I will give you the grace and the resources. 
And sometimes that grace does not seem apparat to. And we are called to wait, be 
patient, obey, and trust in him. He is true to his promises. And where are you not 
realizing his authority? You will see it in the disciples. They are still timid and antsy as 
far as this mission. But wait and I will give you all that you need to be my witnesses 
and to go through whatever I have called you to go through. 

	 And so look at the promise. The promise is none other than the coming of the 
Spirit. John baptized with water but I will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. It is a greater 
baptism and a spiritual baptism. It is the placing of the believer in the body of Christ. If 
you are a believer in Jesus, you do not have to be baptized or pray that you might be 
baptized into Christ by the Holy Spirit because that is already a reality in your life. 
Listen to 1 Corinthians 12:13, “For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body
—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.” Now I 
know what someone will say: are not the apostles believers in Christ? And the answer 
is yes. So why do they have to wait? And the answer is because Jesus has not begun 
to build his church. Over in Matthew 16:18 the promise is “I will build my church.” It is 
future. This baptizing in the Spirit that marks all believers is Christ placing them in his 
body the church. We are fully and forever immersed into Christ. 

	 And the baptism of the Spirit is also marked by not only positionally placing us 
in Christ but His life in our lives. It is tied to this whole kingdom concept. In the Old 
Testament we read many times the Spirit came on individuals. It is called the theocratic 
anointing of the Old Testament. It is not a description of salvation but God gave priests 
and kings a special ministry of the Spirit of God that gave them the ability to rule. This 
is why the Spirit of God could be taken away. It was not that someone in the Old 
Testament could lose their salvation but that ability to function as king or priest or 
prophet. He has just been teaching about the kingdom, and no doubt their ministry, 
and it must have seemed daunting, if not impossible that these ordinary and flawed 
men would take the gospel and advance God’s kingdom purposes. 

	 So how do we see or know the ministry of the Spirit of God in our lives? And so 
many are looking for some sort of urge or nudge inside them. Some are looking for a 



word of prophecy just for them. Many people are praying to the Spirit directly that the 
Spirit would manifest himself in some sort of experiential way. But look at verse 8 
because it is so critical to see why the Spirit is given, “But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” So there is 
going to be power or the ability to do that they would not be able to do if they were left 
to themselves. The question is what is the manifestation of that power? How would 
they know that the Holy Spirit has come upon them? And people speculate all the time 
but it is right there in the text: “you shall be my witnesses.” The second Comforter 
comes to enable them to be witnesses, to testify and direct others to the first 
Comforter. 

	 And think of church names today. You might have “The Church of the Spirit” or 
“The church of Fire,” or might have a church with a dove on its sign to emphasize the 
work of the Spirit in that church. And I might not trying to pat ourselves on the back - 
but our church is called “Emmanuel Baptist Church.” The name Emmanuel is Jesus’ 
name. And if our services are all about testifying and witnessing of who Jesus is then 
this is the enabling work of the Spirit. The Spirit of God’s ministry is to shine the light 
on Jesus Christ. We used to go down once and while at night in the summer to the 
Peace Fountain. And underneath the fountain are floodlights. They would beam their 
rays up and you could see the beauty of the fountain as it burst forth its waters. No one 
was looking into the water and admiring the floodlights. They were admiring the beauty 
of the fountain and the cascading water. That is the ministry of the Spirit. His ministry is 
to flood light Jesus Christ. It is to cause us to live and function and be testimonies of 
Jesus Christ - to love him and make him known. 

	 And again, the story of the early church is not the greatness of man. You look at 
this monumental mission of being witnesses to the utter ends of the world that all 
starts with this little band here in Jerusalem, full of weak, timid and fearful men, and it 
is all accomplish by Jesus and the testimony of Jesus through the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit of God. And it is a monumental task. The witness of Jesus and the expanse of 
the church and the kingdom purposes of God is so grand and daunting of a task that it 
just seems too great. And notice the progression outward, “Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” They are in Jerusalem. The area around 
them is Judea. It is also Jewish, but then Samaria which are half Jews and hated by the 
Jews, and then to the uttermost parts of the world which is Gentile or non-Jewish. 

	 Ever been given a task that you know is so big and grand that there is no way 
that you could ever accomplish it? The gospel and the church is in Rome, the capital of 
the world really, the centre of power and idolatry and the gospel and the church has 
been established in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and now even in parts of the Gentile 
world beyond even the Roman Empire. As you look at the first chapter of the Book of 
Acts, you might say - choose different men, get more resources, or whatever. But 
Jesus teaches them on the glory of the kingdom, and says that kingdom will advance 
through this new entity the church, remain here until the Spirit comes. He will enable 
you to be my witnesses. He will enable you to speak the truths and suffer for my name 
and my glory and even give your life for the advance of the glory of my name and the 
good of my people. We can always trust in our God. 




2. The question asked and answered Vv. 6-7. 

	 There is always a fascination and speculation when the Lord is coming back and 
you can see that even here in this passage. And I think when we read the question 
asked to Jesus, sometimes we shake our heads and wonder if they will ever get the 
message. The Great Commission has been given, and will be given again in verse 8. 
He has taught them that he must go and that the gospel must advance past their 
borders. And you think that Jesus, forty days prior had been put death, by evil religious 
leaders, and that the wickedness of Rome through Pilate had condemned his death, 
and now he is risen, that this seemed like the ideal time for the kingdom to come. Evil 
is ripe. Judgment is necessary, and the kingdom is glorious. And don’t we think so 
often that we can read the tea leaves of modern events and say the Lord is coming 
back right now. We look at all the events. Lord, is it now? Is this the time?

	 But listen to what Jesus says, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that 
the Father has fixed by his own authority.” Now, other than looking at the latest 
news feed and then looking at the Calendar, why is this truth so important to the 
disciples and to us? The reason why it is so important is that it is not something that 
we know. It is fixed and we don’t know. But here is what the disciples know and what 
we know: we know what God has called us to do and be in the here and now. We are 
to be witness of Christ, lovers of Jesus, proclaimers of the Messiah, ambassadors of 
our Lord and King. How many times does he have to tell them these truths? 

	 Maybe the question we should ask is: why do they ask that question? And 
knowing what we know of the disciples and they are a lot like us: they are fearful of the 
mission. And even after all that has happened they still have their eyes fixed on the 
task and not on the Lord. The obstacles of the mission have grown enormously. They 
thought earlier that they were great and they would even be willing to die for Christ but 
have saw how weak they are. And maybe that describes us. We used to think we could 
do anything. Then life happens. I can’t change my spouse. Being the parent that I want 
to be with the kids I have is impossible. Fear grips our hearts. I can’t imagine that I can 
truly live for Jesus in the situation, relationships and circumstances that God has 
placed me in. I cannot be his witness. It just seems too big. 

	 So what do we do? When is Jesus coming back? But here is the crux of the 
matter: why do we want Jesus to come back? It is not because we love him and want 
to be with him. It is because the task that he has called us to in the here and now 
seems too great, too painful, and what Jesus has promised just doesn’t seem enough. 
The Book of Acts indicates that Jesus is more than enough. He has called us, 
commanded us to trust in him. Are you seeing the Christ of the book of Acts? Are you 
realizing his story and mission continues on? Are you still seeing that he is using weak 
people like the apostles to show his glory and strength? The call to be witnesses of 
Jesus is a call to realize who he is. The evidence of his Spirit’s work in our lives is when 
our minds and hearts are on him and we follow him regardless of our circumstances. 
He is bigger and greater so much so that all fear is cast out. Jesus is coming back, but 
until then, let us keep our eyes on him and seek to be his witnesses making life about 
him. 


