
Who Is Jesus?

Acts 2:22-24


	 The most important question to ever ask and answer is the question: who is 
Jesus? The question is either answered that he was a fraud or imposter and he should 
be rejected, or he is the Son of God. Many of the Jews and religious leaders took this 
position, and even hated Jesus. He just didn’t fit into their idea of what they wanted 
Messiah to be. But for others throughout the world Jesus is loved and adored. For 
them, Jesus is the only way to God. In him is life and hope. But the question is for each 
of us: who is Jesus to you? What conclusion have you formed about Jesus? Everyone 
has an opinion. And there is no more important question we can grapple with in an 
honest fashion that who is Jesus. If the evidence points to him being an imposter, then 
reject him. But if we examine his life and it points that he is none other than the Lord of 
glory that you have to listen to him, trust him and fall before him. 

	 And after the signs and wonders on the Day of Pentecost come, Peter stands up 
and begins to interpret them for the people. He quotes this section in Joel chapter two, 
which points to the end times, and the coming judgment of God. And there is a major 
transitioning happening as we see the beginning of the church age and the end of the 
Old Testament economy through Israel. And this is the first Christian sermon that is 
preached and is inaugurated this new age of such amazing grace. 

	 And after announcing that this scripture is at least partially fulfilled and that there 
is coming judgment, there is a message of hope. Look at verse 21, “And it shall come 
to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” We 
take for granted the meaning of that verse as believers in Jesus, but you can imagine 
the implications for this first audience that heard these words. To call on him signifies 
first of all our guilt and his mercy. He is merciful and able to meet the problem of my 
sin. And the truth of man’s sin was all the way through the Old Testament. It was sin 
that separated the people from God. But that sin would be taken care of if someone 
was to call on the merciful Lord and trust in his name, or another way to say it -  have 
faith in his person and work. But who is this Lord of glory? 

	 And this sermon has three passages from the Old Testament, and Peter quotes 
and explains, much like we do expository sermons today. And that it what he does 
here. He is explaining who the Messiah is. He is explaining our hope and joy. And it is 
amazing in this short explanation that he covers three aspects of the life of Jesus that 
establishes two things. One is: who Jesus is. If you ever struggled with that, or even 
wanted to see it so much clearer as a believer in Jesus, it is right here in this text. The 
evidence and the logic of Peter could not be more clear. There ought to be no 
controversy as far as the personhood of Jesus after you read this text. 

	 But it also does another thing: and that is that it establishes the guilt of the first 
century listeners but also our own guilt. If Jesus is the Messiah then what have I done 
with him? How have I honoured or believed in him? Have I been like those who are in 
the first century and mocked, scorned, ignored Jesus? Is the guilt upon me? 

	 And let me say for believers in Jesus, we are not just going over familiar territory 
but the clearer we see these truths, the more our hearts love Jesus, and the more that 
we seek to live for Christ and make much of him. This is what happened to Peter. 
Instead of cowering he is convinced about the personhood of Christ. The fear of man 



and what he can do has been obliterated, and he now has that reverential fear of 
Jesus, so much so that he boldly proclaims Christ. Do you find that often you are 
controlled by others or worries or whatever? The strength for living a radically life for 
Christ is not found in us but seeing and glorying in who Jesus is. And that is what I 
want us to see this morning. I want us to look at his life, his death, and his resurrection. 


1. First, we see Jesus of Nazareth. V. 22. 

	 It is amazing to look at this verse because he is talking to people who witnessed 
the glory of the miracles that came through the hand of Jesus Christ. No one knows for 
certain how many miracles Jesus performed but the sick kept coming to him, and he 
healed all of them completely and instantly. And it gave clear testimony to identity of 
Jesus. It is incontrovertible. 

	 You look at so many and they want to look at the Scriptures and in particularly 
the gospels and take out all the miracles of Jesus. They want to maintain that we live in 
a natural universe with natural laws and miracles are impossible. And we realize the 
natural world in and of itself witnesses that there is a God. To the wonder of rain 
bringing water hundreds of miles away, millions of pounds of water and dribbling it 
down over the ground so that it does not destroy homes or crops is simply amazing. 
And plant life changing the carbon dioxide in the air back into oxygen is incredible! 
God made life possible through all of these natural laws that are simply too glorious, 
complex and fascinating to just happened. You have to stick your head in the sand. We 
have to echo Psalm 19:1-3, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky 
above proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours out speech, and night to night 
reveals knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not 
heard.” 

	 There is a Creator God. Only a fool would say that there is none. But once you 
get to that place and admit that, then you have to say that the One who made all these 
natural systems and laws can suspend them or do as he sees fit. It is not such a big 
leap to say God can do miracles. And then you have to read the gospels. Do they read 
like fanciful and make belief fiction, or as you look at all the accounts do they give 
evidence of eye witness accounts? Remember, there were so many that were 
recipients of these miracles that if someone in the ancient world wanted to disprove 
Christianity all they would have to do is go to Judea and interview many of these 
individuals. There were five and four thousand fed in the wilderness, plus women and 
children. And look at what Peter even says here at the end of this verse, “God did 
through him in your midst, as you yourselves know.” Peter is presenting the truth 
about Jesus from what they already know. It is what is evident. None in this great mass 
of Jews stood up and protested that these miracles were not so, and the reason why is 
that they couldn’t. They were just too numerous and plentiful. And these miracles 
should have made it so plain and evident as far as the identity of Jesus. 

	 And so look at what Peter says here, because throughout this sermon, the 
message is your guilt in rejecting him, and your need to trust in him. So look at what 
Peter says here in verse 22, “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a 
man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs.” He 
addresses the people here. And unbelief is hard and difficult. People still roll their eyes 



when it comes to Jesus. So Peter speaks of the necessity and urgency of hearing 
these words. In his presentation and explanation of Jesus he stands as the mouthpiece 
of God. Hear these words. Every time we hear the Word of God expounded to us, there 
is an urgency to hear these words. Why? It is because this is the message of the 
Creator God who is speaking necessary truth we need to hear. 

	 And Peter brings up the subject of his whole sermon and that is “Jesus of 
Nazareth.” And notice who it is. Jesus! Where was he brought up? Nazareth. Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth. Nazareth was in Galilee and had a sizeable 
Gentile population. But here is the amazing thing about the Christ of Scriptures that is 
so different from the Jews idea about Messiah - He came to identify with sinners. He 
didn’t come to a palace or as a great general ready for battle. But he came to the 
obscure and the downcast - he came to sinners. And what was a statement of derision 
by the enemies of Christ became a title of honour and glory for believers as they reflect 
on the mercy and grace in Jesus. 

	 And here is what they needed to pay attention to. And sometimes you have to 
state the obvious because after you witness and see so many of these miracles your 
senses can become dull. I think people and even believers are like that today. Over the 
last two decades there has been a rise in the super hero genre. And the thing that 
attracts people to them is there other worldly abilities. But Jesus is in a category all on 
his own. He is not like Thor who needs a hammer or Superman who has to fly to be 
present at some disaster or Batman who needs all sorts of electronics and gadgets. 
Jesus just needs to speak and it is done. And you can only imagine the awe that these 
miracles created in others. And he is not make belief but someone people witnessed! 


2. We see attested by power. 

	 Look again what Peter says, “Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 
God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your 
midst.” Now look at that word “attested.” It means to be seen, verified and know so 
that it is beyond any doubt that another explanation could be offered. And Jesus the 
God man was attested to be God’s man through the miracles done through him. And 
some people try to divide up the miracles of Jesus in three categories. But that is not 
the point here. The point is that the three words give three different emphasis about the 
miracles. “Mighty works” has the meaning of power. And each miracle that was 
accomplish gave evidence of an other worldly power. When Jesus is on the sea with 
his disciples and they are asleep, and they awaken him, and he stills the storm. What 
power is resident in Jesus that all he has to do is command the storm “be still,” and it 
the water is calm as clear as crystal. Then there is the word “wonder,” and it is a word 
that awe or fear that they are in the midst of God himself. Listen to the response of the 
calming of the storm (Mark 4:41), “And they were filled with great fear and said to 
one another, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?’”

	 And the third thing that these miracles were, they were signs. Signs point to 
something else. The sign of foreign languages is pointing to another truth. That is why 
the crowd asks: what does this mean? That is why we have this sermon here. And 
signs so often are evident in and of themselves. But I am amazed how often throughout 
this gospel Jesus explains the significance of the sign by pointing to himself, and the 



need of others to believe and trust in him. Jesus heals the man who was born blind 
and says in John 9:39-41, “Jesus said, ‘For judgment I came into this world, that 
those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.’ Some of 
the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, ‘Are we also blind?’ 
Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you 
say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.” Just before the resurrection of Lazarus we read in 
John 11:25-26, “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?’” He indicates what the sign is 
pointing to. There is one who gives sight to the spiritual blind. There is one who gives 
life to those under the judgment of God who believe in Him. He interprets the signs. 

	 And he says, that these mighty works, fearful wonders, and signs were done in 
their midst. It was not just done in a corner. And it certainly is not like many of the signs 
and wonders that are done today. They are so spurious and many times point to 
someone else rather than Jesus and the life giving gospel. Today many are promised a 
miracle if they just give a seed faith gift to the healer. If you just believe and follow that 
belief up with giving. But the incredible thing about the miracles of Jesus, like Lazarus 
and like the man born blind is they didn’t need faith. Jesus healed them. But the signs 
pointed to the person and need of Jesus as the Saviour from the penalty of sin. So 
often there is a thirst for the miraculous today but not much thirst for what is really 
necessary, and that is the canceling of our debt of sin. Peter doesn’t talk about healing 
here but what all the signs and wonders pointed to - and that is that Jesus is the 
Christ, he is God’s man, he is none other than God in human flesh. 

	 If you think about what the miracles teach us about Christ, it should be so 
evident to see the gospels portrait of Jesus. Let me name three things. One is that he is 
Lord over and has authority over the natural realm. He is the one who calms storms or 
walks on water. He is able to create food instantaneously when he feeds the five 
thousand in the wilderness with five loaves and two fish. He just keeps multiplying. He 
is able to take those six large cisterns filled with water and change the composition into 
wine. Erwin Lutzer writes, “This man was not a product of creation but was Himself 
the Creator. Clearly His origin was not from within the human family but from 
another sphere. Here was a man who could act like God.” There is no other 
message that you walk away from. All creation today points to his glory. This is the one 
who came in human flesh. 

	 He has the authority over every sickness and disease. He gave a taste of the 
kingdom to come by healing so many different and types of diseases. There was 
leprosy. This is the amazing thing is that there were laws in the Old Testament of how 
to be ceremonially cleansed after you have been healed from leprosy so that you could 
worship with the people of God. The only problem is that there was no cure for leprosy 
once you had it, you had it for life. These laws were given centuries before the coming 
of Jesus in anticipation of his coming. He healed various eye diseases, fever, dementia, 
lifeless limbs. And the list could go on. And the message should have been so clear 
that Jesus is the King of the glorious Kingdom. He gives them a taste of this coming 
kingdom where the elements of the curse will be totally removed. We all know the glory 
of Revelation 21:4, “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall 



be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away.” Mourning, crying and pain will not exist and Jesus 
gives a taste of this coming kingdom. How could you ever miss the message. The 
message is come and believe on him. Come to the waters that will never run dry. Come 
for full and free forgiveness. 

	 And his miracles also shout out that he is Lord and has authority over the moral 
realm. Remember the four friends that brought their friend on a pallet because he could 
not walk. They removed part of the roof where Jesus was in order to lower him down to 
be where Jesus was. And what was the response of Jesus (Mark 2:5), “Son, your sins 
are forgiven.” Now there were some of the scribes questioning in their hearts that he 
was committing blasphemy because the only one who could forgive sins was God. And 
they were right. Sin is first and foremost done against God. We need his forgiveness 
from the just punishment against our sin. But they were wrong in not realizing the 
significance of Jesus. He is God in human flesh. Listen to Mark 2:8-12, “And 
immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within 
themselves, said to them, ‘Why do you question these things in your hearts? 
Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, 
take up your bed and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins’—he said to the paralytic—‘I say to you, rise, 
pick up your bed, and go home.’ And he rose and immediately picked up his bed 
and went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, 
saying, ‘We never saw anything like this!’” Listen to the response of that sign and 
wonder and mighty work - amazed, glorified God, never seen anything like it! He has 
the authority to forgive sins. As far as spiritual truths, I can know beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that whatever Jesus has promised he will fulfill. His miracles teach that he has 
the right and authority to judge and dispense grace as he sees fit. He is the Lord of 
glory. 

	 But not only does he have authority over the natural realm, all sickness and 
maladies, and even the moral realm, but he also has authority over death itself. We see 
that no disease exists in the presence of Jesus. He heals all and any. Nothing is too 
difficult. He heals completely and instantaneously. But here is something I pointed out 
as we went through the gospel of John. Death is never allowed to continue in the 
presence of Jesus. Whether it is Lazarus or Jairus’ daughter or the widow’s son, death 
is never long in the presence of Jesus. The death of the two thieves happen after his 
death. And there again is a message from our all authoritative Lord. And we read this 
earlier but listen to John 11:25-26, “Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?’” Here it is: though 
you die you will live again, and the promise is for any and all who put their faith in 
Jesus. But listen to the question that Jesus poses: “Do you believe this?” 

	 Well, we got through the first point in a three point sermon. It is incredible that 
so many discount the mighty works, wonders and signs of Jesus who have never read 
the gospel accounts. Others might say if I could see one of those miracles then I would 
believe. Peter say one of the most sensational miracles of Jesus and that is his 
transfiguration where his glory shone through. He even heard God’s voice from heaven. 



But listen to what Peter says in 2 Peter 1:19, “And we have the prophetic word more 
fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a 
dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” There is 
something greater and more glorious and more confirming than seeing one of those 
miracles and that is God’s sure word that records all these wonders. They point to the 
reality of Jesus. And let me ask you: do you believe this? Do you believe the truth 
about Jesus. For those who are believers, don’t let this glory of Jesus grow old. Don’t 
let the confirmation of all his promises grow stale. Nothing obliterates apathy than 
seeing and savouring our Lord and Saviour through the sure Word of God. 


